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Welcome to our weekly Church Newsletter .

Its hard to believe it@s almost Christmas again. Epping Church has had wonderful 2009,
with the last 2 weeks being highlights. It was both inspiring and uplifting to be at the

Baptism of 6 of our young members a couple of weeks ago, and last week, w e were
challenge d by the profound insight of our Youth. More about both events elsewhere in
this newsletter.

On a personal note | @n looking forward to having some time off from work and will be
commencing 3 months long service leave as from ....... ..now! As a result , this will be the
last newsletter for the year, so | would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. | look forward to the challenges of 2010,

and building on the achievements of this yea r. May the Lord be with all those who are
travelling inthe next few months (‘and there are many, with some already overseas).
May the Lord also be with our new leadership teams as they plan Epping G vision and
direction for next year.

Finally, co ngratulations to everyone, but especially Belle and Henry on achieving our
goals for the Epping Mission Project . This has involved a lot of energy, dedication, time

and love, and we thank you as a church for driving this project so enthusias tically. To all
those travelling to the  Philippines, safe travels as you witness firsthand the satisfaction of
seeing a dream come to fruition.

Thank you to everyone  who has contributed to this edition  with articles, news and
photos .

If there is any information you would like to share ora  photo you would like us to view,
please email it to the address below.

ajing@eppingsda.org.au

This newsletter can also be downloaded on our website: http://www.eppingsda.org.a u

This Sabbath @ Epping

Thi s we ek @atEppmng wi bectaken by our Youth Pastor, Josh Woods . The Elder in
charge is Alvin,

The offering will be for Mission Extension .

I can see some quizzical facial expressions in the readership . What is Mission Extension
you ask? ............
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MISSION EXTENSION OFFERING, DECEMBER 5, 2009

What is the Mission Extension Offering Used For?

The Mission Extension Offering is one of two special offerings each year that are

retained within the South Pacific Division to further the work of Mission within the island

fields of our division. [The other offering used within the SPD is the Pacific Islands
Advancement Offering which goes specifically to provide additional budgets for

pastoral staff within island Missions where they are struggling to maintain a proper ratio

of ministers to church members. This year it was directed to fund University chaplains in
the Pacific area.]

The Mission Extension Offering is provided to the Union Missions on an alternative
biannual basis to help extend the gospel in new ways or in new areas. Over the past

eight years A$ 984,527 dollars has been raised through the Missio  n Extension offerings,
and last year $152,555 was allocated to the Trans Pacific Union who directed it towards
media evangelism in Fiji and Samoa.

Previous Mission Extension Offerings given to Papua New Guinea have been directed to
rebuilding the Kambubu Hi gh School boyfés dormitory, a
College, security fencing for the North East Papua Mission compound, housing for the

South West Papua Mission, essential tooling equipment and stand -by generator for the
Adventist Aviation Service, a nd media outreach through Hope channel in Lae..

Thisyearitisagain Papua New Gui nea umjaodithepvast tidiceat thes
proceeds of the Mission Extension Offering to rebuilding mission facilities and a church in

the isolated and neglected Western Province of South West Papua. The District
Directords house and office at Daru isl and
groups have no church building.

See an article which will apear in the RECORD about the needs of this neglected pa rt
of Papua New Guinea.

The Mission Extension Offering on December 5 can help establish a vital centre for
providing better pastoral services and support for the Western Province.

Sabbath 21st Novem ber @ Epping

What a wonderful and inspiring ~ Sabbath this was. Epping Church didn & even have
standing room as friends, famil ies and church members alike crowded in to witness the
Baptism of Ashleigh, Brianna, Leighton, Stephen, Ellie and Angelica

Pastor Chris Manthey took the service which was centred on Matthew 3, the Baptism of
Jesus.
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Pastor Chris, highlighted how that the Lamb of God takes away sin , and after Jesus was
baptised by John the Baptist, the heavens opened. Jesusdexample showed us how we
could be reborn, free of sin.

There were many highlights of the service (at least 6), an d it was touching to see
Brianna baptised by her father, Pastor Michael Worker. Congratulations to Angelica,
Ashleigh, Brianna, Ellie, Leighton and Stephen as yo  u begin your new lives with your
Saviour.







