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Welcome to our weekly Church Newsletter.  Thank you to everyone that has contributed to 
this edition. If you have any news or photos to share, please send them to: 

ajing@eppingsda.org.au.   

This newsletter can also be downloaded on our website: http://www.eppingsda.org.au 

Epping’s Church new website is now online. You can reach it at our regular address above 
from this evening.  If you want a sneak preview, go to: 

http://www.eppingsda.org.au/default.aspx 

There are many new features, including some interactive pages. I’ll let you discover and 
enjoy. Thanks to Arthur  and Kerri for the significant work they have put into this important 
project, which is often the source of first contact for the community, including many of our 
visitors. Thanks must also go to Carlene Bagnall for her thorough and detailed 
documentation of Epping Church’s history which you can view in the historical archives 
under the “About Us” tab. 



This Sabbath @ Epping  
 
This week’s service will be taken by Nathaniel Gee, with Greg being the elder in charge. The 
offering this week is for our Local Budget.  
 
Nathaniel took a special musical item at Epping recently, and we welcome him back and look 
forward to his message.. 

 
Last Sabbath @ Epping 
 
Our new Church Pastor, Pastor Chris Manthey joined us for the first time last week, and it 
was a delight to welcome Chris, his wife Letitia, and their children, Mitchell, Shayna and 
Danielle to Epping. 
 

 
Pastor Chris survived a question and answer session with Arthur, and I’ll leave it up to 
Arthur to reveal all: 
 
“ Pastor Chris told us about his youth growing up in Gympie, Qld and how he met his first 
love and eventually his wife, Letitia. They attended the same high school and when he 'looked 
up at the 2nd floor of Block B, he saw an angel standing there'. 



 
He found out all he could about her and discovered she was a Seventh-day Adventist, and he 
soon found himself at Avondale College studying ministry with her and the rest as they say, is 
history.  

 
 
Pr Chris preached a powerful sermon titled 'The Ruler' based on Mark 5:21-43. An 
important point was made that as we have a growing relationship with Jesus, the best years of 
our relationship with Him are ahead of us. Once we become a Christian, we are to place full 
dependence on God and learn to rely on Him at all times, when we wake, when we travel, 
when we work, when we play...every moment of our life.  
 
The sermon highlighted that Jairus, the ruler of the synagogue, was used to being in-charge 
but circumstances brought him to a point where he was no longer capable of controlling the 
situation. Even as he begs Jesus to save his dying daughter he is still trying to tell Jesus what 
to do.  
 
Despite Jairus' foolishness, Jesus agrees to go with him but is delayed by a sick woman. 
During this delay Jairus learns of his daughter's death but Jesus tells him "Do not be afraid, 
only believe".  
 
Jairus prayed for a healing, but Jesus provided a resurrection. No matter what we pray or 
hope for, Jesus has much more for us.  
 
Pr Chris also related the story of the death of his father even though his family prayed for 
healing. He now knows that Jesus will provide a resurrection instead. Praise God!” 
 
 



Epping Church News 
 
 
1. Special Offering – Sabbath February 7 
 
Epping Church will be holding a special offering on February 7.  This will be in addition to 
the allocated offering for that Sabbath (SPD Record). The aim of the Special Offering is to 
fundraise for a number of Capital Projects within our church. This includes: 
 

- Our new Electric Piano and Keyboard. I’m sure we’ve all appreciated the improved 
quality of the music during our recent worship services. 

- Mounting the video projector to the ceiling and associated AV cabling to the control 
console at the rear of the Church. 

- Sound deadening to improve the Church’s acoustic properties. 
 
Our aim is to raise $6000, so I encourage you all to give generously to support these one-off 
projects.  
 
 
2. Personal Ministries Meeting 
 
The first Personal Ministries team meeting will be held on Sabbath February 7, after lunch. 
 
 
3. First Church Social of 2009 – February 7, Sabbath evening 
 
Yes, it’s looking like February 7, is going to be a packed Sabbath. It’s the first Sabbath of the 
new Church Year, and everyone is back from Summer Holidays. What better way then to 
celebrate and have a famed Epping Church Social evening? It will also be a great 
opportunity to welcome Pastor Chris, Letitia and their family to Epping. More details in the 
next newsletter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pathfinder and Adventurer News 
 
1. The First Pathfinder meeting of 2009 will be held on February 7, at 1:15pm 
 
Plan to be there! For kids, if you are 6 years or in First Grade, you can join Adventurers.  
 
If you are 10 years of age or older, you are most welcome to join Pathfinders.  
 
 
From Henry: 
 
“There will be the annual Registration ($25) and two or three activities/modules. Following 
the modules we will be having a Church Social to welcome the Mantheys (our new Pastor and 
family) to the church. Pathfinders/Adventurers who need to stay at church between 
Pathfinders and the Social, may come with me for a walk and help set up the hall. Make sure 
you make the proper arrangements.” 

 
 
 
 
2. News Regarding Pathfinder Camporee from Henry: 
 
“Epping Pathfinders have decided not to go to the Camporee this year as a club. Instead, we 
have decided to run a Triathlon which will be an instrument for fundraising for the Church 
project of building an orphanage in the Philippines (in association with ICC). We are in the 
process of organising a venue for this to happen. It will be a full day (most likely a Sunday) 
event and will take place before the Camporee. All donations for the day will be tax 
deductible. 
 
Because of various commitments it was not possible for enough of the staff to be there to help 
run the club and activities at the Camporee. I apologise for the disappointment and any 
inconvenience caused. This decision was not taken lightly and was decided after much 
discussion and looking at many options.” 
 
If any Pathfinder Club members wish to attend the Camporee, please see Henry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sew and Tell – Monday February 2, 7:30pm  

The first Sew and Tell meeting for 2009 will be at Sue Wood's home at 7.30 pm Monday 
February 2. All ladies are welcome to join in our devotional, fellowship and craft activities, 
and enjoy supper afterwards.  
 
There will be photos from the Christmas Event and plans to make for the coming months. 
Further details from Sue (9871 7304), or Carlene (9498 8207). 
 
 

Condolences 
 
We ask you to  pray for our sister Val Dunstan, a regular visitor of Epping Church, as she 
mourns the passing of her husband Roy.  
 
Roy DUNSTAN, formerly of Balgowlah, passed away peacefully, on Saturday, December 27, 
2008.  
 
He was the much loved husband of Val. Loving father of Meryl Beddoe, Lindsay, Colin, Peter 
and Stephen. He was also the much loved stepfather of Susan Boe, and Carolyn Gardiner. 
 

 
Postcard from London, via Houston 
 
From Frances and Ken Micklethwaite: 
 
“Hi everyone …We headed off to London Dec 17 and came home on Jan 7th. We had a great 
time there. Things did not start auspiciously with Madeleine febrile on the flight and Ethan 
had a large stye on his left eye. So I got on the plane feeling like the Addam's family.  
 
Kathy's kids were sick when we arrived and mine soon followed and then Ken got sick near 
the end but we managed to drug them all up and take them out most of the time. We were not 
able to get more than 1 thing done on each day but at least we got to catch up with some 
friends living in London and got to some sights. We managed to see the Christmas lights 
which were beautiful. I forgot what it's like to be in a city!!! Houston is more like a really big 
town and the downtown is all just high-rise buildings with nothing else to see despite the 
population of 6 million. 
 
London also managed to provide some snow for the kids which with some dirt added was able 
to produce a little snowman that stood about 50 cm high. The kids had a great time there and 
enjoyed spending time with the cousins.  
  
  



 
 
Amazingly 4 children (aged 1,2,3 &4) did not drive the 4 adults insane and in general it was 
quite tolerable (well at least for us,...not sure about our poor hosts). Since coming home the 
kids have had another round of illness and Ken another 2 rounds. He is still not feeling 
great. I am the only one who is still well. There is something to be said for exposing myself to 
snotty infants for the last 2 months.... 
  
Which brings me to my job. I have been working for hte last 2 months as a research            
co-ordinator / asthma educator for the ED. I enrol patients into the multiple studies that we 
have going through the ED. 2 of the studies involve sucking up some snot (thank goodness 
they have a respiratory therapist for that, the nurses don't do it!) and then I take it and 
process it and store it in the freezer for tests. Great job! However i think it must have built up 
my immune system. My actual studies that I look after are all asthma related and would not 
be too onerous except that the people that used to look after it (it has changed hands at least 
twice before me) were very disorganised and personality disordered so things are a mess and 
I have been left to clean up. It appears that no one knew the extent of the disarray and were 
quite shocked when I told them how bad it was. Not a good sign really...anyway the hospital 
system here is really quite a ridiculous one. There is a "person" for every job. A doctor, 



nurse, respiratory therapist (they administer oxygen and nebulisers!), phlebotomists, nurse 
assistant, bed cleaner, general cleaner, on and on it goes. The paperwork here is a nightmare 
as information is all over the place and the orders all written in the same place but they have 
a special form for saline flushes which drives most of the ED docs mad. The foyer of the 
hospital is the waiting room for the ED so it makes it really unpleasant to walk into the 
hospital as you have to battle your way through all these sick and crying kids and their very 
harassed parents. 
  
Otherwise things going pretty well. Ken is only just getting homesick now so he is a bit 
miserable about America at the moment. I think it was delayed as I was doing all the setup 
stuff so it was in my face the whole time when we arrived but he was at work. However now 
that I am working 2 1/2 days a week I am really busy. There are swimming lessons and school 
to get the kids to as well as Ethan having a session with an occupational therapist once a 
fortnight. The kids have also been going to Little Gym which is kind of gymnastics for little 
people. Ethan however has been too embarrassed to do it in class time and does everything 
afterwards. In the end we have decided to stop it and will look for something else. Today was 
his last class. He has told me that he would like to do art classes for his exercise as he will 
have to move his arms and legs for art. Not exactly what i had in mind. 
  
Madeleine very bossy these days. She talks and talks and talks and uses words like disgusting 
and frustrated..I am not sure she knows what they mean but generally used in the right 
context so must have some clue. She has become obsessed with Princesses (her cousin 
Arabella has the same affliction) and so my daughter is the only one who goes out with jeans 
and jumper and then a dress over the top of everything so that she can look pretty. It has been 
cold here for the last week so there is no negotiation on the pants but she seems happy with 
the arrangement.  
  
Ken sent his PhD thesis to the bookbinders today. Very exciting as he has been having a lot of 
trouble with it since he got here. Most of it IT related, he tried to upgrade some of the 
programs he was using and this played havoc with the formatting and since then he has been 
doing a lot of muttering under his breath. So say a prayer that the printing all goes smoothly. 
  
So used up enough of your time. Hope all well at home. Look forward to hearing how Xmas 
went for everyone. 
 
Love, Frances.” 
 



  



                               Epping Mission Project 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fundraising Goal $50,000 ($26,792.80 raised so far) 

Mission Project Completion of the ICC Happy Valley Elementary School,  
ICC Orphanage, Dinalupihan, Floridablanca, Philippines. 

Target Date January 2010 

How do you make a 
donation? 

When you send in your donation, please specify  
“Epping Mission Project”. 

·  Credit Card Credit Card Form provided and fax to ICC Office. 

Fax:  (03) 8660 2967 

·  Cheque 

·  Postal Address 

International Children’s Care 
Shop 7 Riviera Plaza 
BAIRNSDALE  VIC  3875 

·  Direct deposit 
Commonwealth Bank 
BSB 063 532 
Account No 1033 5881 
International Children’s Care 

How much should I 
give? 

How big is your heart?  Donations over $2 is tax deductible 

ICC Website http://www.iccaustralia.org.au/ 

ICC Australia Dean Beveridge, Coordinator 

dbeveridge@iccaustralia.org.au  

For more details contact belletung@gmail.com  

Mobile:  0413 453055  Home:  (02) 9671-2755 

 



 
 

Credit Card Donation Form  
 

Epping Mission Project 
 
 
 

Note:  This donation is to support the ICC Happy Valley Elementary School building project, 
ICC Orphanage, Philippines. 

 

Fax this form to Fax No   (03) 8660 2967 

Postal Address International Children’s Care 
Shop 7 Riviera Plaza 
BAIRNSDALE  VIC  38757A 
 

 

Credit Card Details 
 

Card Type �  Mastercard  �  Visa  �  Bankcard 

Name on Card  Expiry Date  

Credit Card No  Amount $ 

Signature  Date  

Telephone No  Mobile  

Street  

Suburb  

Address you would like 
the receipt sent to 

State  Post Code  

 
 

THANK    YOU   !!! 
 
 

 
 



 
 
Prayer Requests: 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bob McIntyre Please remember Bob, Nerelle and Colleen in 
your prayers. 

Val Dunstan Please remember Val as she mourns the passing 
of her husband Roy.  

Allan Ing Please continue to pray for Allan, Adelyn and 
their young family.  

Sue Wood It’s great to hear that Sue is progressing well and 
I ask that you remember Sue, Ken and their family 
in your prayers. 
 

Ivan Baxter Ivan continues to have therapy for a 
haematological disorder. Please remember him in 
your prayers. 

All members and friends travelling 
during the Holiday season 

We ask that you remember all those travelling in 
your prayers. 



 
 
Dates to Keep in your Diary: 
 
 
February 7 Personal Ministries Meeting 

 
February 7 Special Fund Raising Offering. Goal $6000 

 
February 7 Pathfinders and Adventurers Meeting 

 
February 7 Evening Epping Church Social Evening 

 
 
 

 
Thought for the Week: 
 
 
Let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and 
tossed by the wind. 
 

James 1:6 


