
Epping SDA Church Newsletter 
 
No:98  4th February 2009 

Welcome to our weekly Church Newsletter.  Thank you to everyone that has contributed to 
this edition. If you have any news or photos to share, please send them to: 

ajing@eppingsda.org.au.   

This newsletter can also be downloaded on our website: http://www.eppingsda.org.au 

Epping’s Church new website is now online. There are many new features including 
integrated calendars, easy to read roster layouts, updates on the Epping Philippines Project. 
interactive prayer requests and much more. Take the time to have a look around. 

 
 
This Sabbath @ Epping  
 
This week’s service will be taken by Pastor Chris Manthey, with Alvin being the elder in 
charge. Epping Church Band will be playing. There will be 2 offerings this week. The 
regular offering is for the South Pacific Division Record.  However, we will also be holding 
a Special Fund Raising Offering: 
 

 
 
Special Fund Raising Offering, this Sabbath February 7.  
 
Epping Church will be holding a special offering on February 7.  The aim of the Special 
Offering is to fundraise for a number of Capital Projects within our church. This includes: 
 

- Our new Electric Piano and Keyboard. I’m sure we’ve all appreciated the improved 
quality of the music during our recent worship services. 

- Mounting the video projector to the ceiling and associated AV cabling to the control 
console at the rear of the Church. 

- Sound deadening to improve the Church’s acoustic properties. 
 
Our aim is to raise $6000, so I encourage you all to give generously to support these one-off 
projects.  
 
If you are unable to be present on Sabbath, please direct your offering to our treasurer, 
Sharon Gardner 
 



Epping Church News 
 
 
1. Personal Ministries Meeting 
 
The first Personal Ministries team meeting will be held on Sabbath February 7, after lunch. 
 
 

2. First Church Social of 2009 – February 7, Sabbath evening 
6:30pm 
 
Yes, it’s looking like February 7, is going to be a packed Sabbath. It’s the first Sabbath of the 
new Church Year, and everyone is back from Summer Holidays. What better way then to 
celebrate and have a famed Epping Church Social evening? It will also be a great 
opportunity to welcome Pastor Chris, Letitia and their family to Epping.  
 
From our Games master Arthur: 
 

“Just a reminder that we are having a multiple celebration/Games evening at Epping Church 
this Saturday night! 

It is to welcome Pastor Chris and his family to Epping Church, celebrate Chinese New 
Year/Australia Day and kick off the new Church Year. 

We have planned a mega Party/Games night, it will be in the church hall at 6:30pm. 

We will start off the night with a potluck dinner so please bring lots of already cooked 
dishes, finger food, salads, fruit and drinks. We'll have an informal judging of the best 
Australian and best Chinese dish of the evening. 

A lion dance will follow dinner, so we'll be looking for volunteers on the night…no 
experience necessary! 

We will then launch into the first mega games night for 2009, it will have an Australia 
Day/Chinese New Year theme. There will be challenges, skits and games. You'll be put into 
teams to make the night more interesting and the winning team will receive red packets! 

Bring your friends, bring your relatives, this is an evening not to be missed 

 
 
 



You’ve never been to a Epping Social? Here’s a taste from our New Year social last year: 
 

 

 
 
Pathfinder and Adventurer News 
 
1. The First Pathfinder meeting of 2009 will be held on February 7, at 1:15pm 
 
Plan to be there! For kids, if you are 6 years or in First Grade, you can join Adventurers.  
 
If you are 10 years of age or older, you are most welcome to join Pathfinders.  
 
 
From Henry: 
 
“There will be the annual Registration ($25) and two or three activities/modules. Following 
the modules we will be having a Church Social to welcome the Mantheys (our new Pastor and 
family) to the church. Pathfinders/Adventurers who need to stay at church between 
Pathfinders and the Social, may come with me for a walk and help set up the hall. Make sure 
you make the proper arrangements.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 



2. News Regarding Pathfinder Camporee from Henry: 
 
“Epping Pathfinders have decided not to go to the Camporee this year as a club. Instead, we 
have decided to run a Triathlon which will be an instrument for fundraising for the Church 
project of building an orphanage in the Philippines (in association with ICC). We are in the 
process of organising a venue for this to happen. It will be a full day (most likely a Sunday) 
event and will take place before the Camporee. All donations for the day will be tax 
deductible. 
 
Because of various commitments it was not possible for enough of the staff to be there to help 
run the club and activities at the Camporee. I apologise for the disappointment and any 
inconvenience caused. This decision was not taken lightly and was decided after much 
discussion and looking at many options.” 
 
If any Pathfinder Club members wish to attend the Camporee, please see Henry. 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations! 

Did you know that one of Epping Church’s members was recently recognised in the Australia 
Day Awards? Who I hear you asking? Here is a pictorial clue: 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Congratulations Ron! 
 
Congratulations to Ron on being awarded the Conspicuous Medal Award on Australia Day. 
Here are some of the details: 
 

Name: MANAHAN, Ronaldo Zalamea 

Award:  Conspicuous Service Medal 

Post-nominal: CSM 

Date granted: 26 January 2009 

Citation:  

For devotion to duty as a Staff Officer Grade 2 Training Plans at Headquarters Training 
Command - Army. 
 

Conspicuous Service Medal  
 

Significance 

The Australian Conspicuous Service Medal is awarded for meritorious achievement or dedication to duty in non-war like 
situations to members of the Australian Defence Force. 

It is the second level award of the Conspicuous Service Decorations. 

History 

The Conspicuous Service Medal and the Conspicuous Service Cross are distinctly Australian military awards. 

The medal recognises commendable achievement or commitment to duty in a non-combative context such as peace-keeping 
missions. It is awarded to members of the Australian Defence Force and certain other people for example, defence force 
chaplains. 

The Conspicuous Service Medal was established on 18 October 1989 by Letters Patent. 

How it is awarded 

The Governor-General makes the award on the recommendation of the Minister for Defence. 

The award is announced on the Australian Day and the Queen's Birthday. 

If the same person receives a further conspicuous service award it is in the form of a nickel-silver bar displaying the medal 
emblem. The bar is attached to the ribbon of the original award. 

Recipients have the post-nominals of CSM. Those awarded a bar or bars may also use 'and Bar' or 'and Bars' after their name. 

The decoration may be awarded posthumously. 



Medal design 

 
Conspicuous Service Medal - front and back 

The Conspicuous Service Medal is a circular nickel-silver medal 38 millimetres in diameter. It is ensigned with the Crown of 
Saint Edward in nickel-silver. The front of the medal bears the Southern Cross surrounded by a laurel wreath. The back of the 
medal has a horizontal panel that is superimposed on a design of fluted rays. 

Medal Ribbon  

The medal is suspended from a 32 millimetre wide ribbon, by a nickel-silver suspension bar. The ribbon has alternating equal-
width, diagonal stripes of bush green and sandy gold 

Congratulations again to Ron, Aileen and family. It’s a great honour and we are proud that 
you are part of the Epping Church family.  
                                                                         Belle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Philippines Project 
 
During last week’s service, I mentioned I had received an update from Belle on Epping’s 
Philippines project. I have reproduced it in full below, and it is also available on our website 
for future reference: 
 
http://www.eppingsda.org.au/orphanage.aspx 
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�
Please send your tax deductible donation 
to: 

International Children’s Care 
Shop 7 Riviera Plaza 
BAIRNSDALE  VIC  3875 
Phone (03) 5152-5774 
Fax (03) 8660-2967 

�

 
Our website now has all the appropriate information to allow you to support our project 
including donation information and forms. Please visit and keep up to date and informed 
 
 
http://www.eppingsda.org.au/orphanage.aspx 



  



   Credit Card Donation Form  
 

Epping Mission Project 
 
 
 

Note:  This donation is to support the ICC Happy Valley Elementary School building project, 
ICC Orphanage, Philippines. 

 

Fax this form to Fax No   (03) 8660 2967 

Postal Address International Children’s Care 
Shop 7 Riviera Plaza 
BAIRNSDALE  VIC  38757A 
 

 

Credit Card Details 
 

Card Type �  Mastercard  �  Visa  �  Bankcard 

Name on Card  Expiry Date  

Credit Card No  Amount $ 

Signature  Date  

Telephone No  Mobile  

Street  

Suburb  

Address you would like 
the receipt sent to 

State  Post Code  

 
 

THANK    YOU   !!! 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



Teen Camp 
 
A number of Epping’s teens and Juniors attended the Teen and Junior camps held by our 
conference at Crosslands. It was a wonderful experience and the overwhelming opinion was 
that it was an experience of a lifetime. New friends were made, new activities experienced, 
and all in a safe, fun Christian environment. A highlight was the morning and evening 
worship sessions.  

 

 



Happy Birthday(s) 
 
January seems to be a popular month for birthdays at Epping. Happy Birthday to everyone 
pictured below. I hope I haven’t missed anyone out. 
 

 

Kenn and Stephen                                                                    Matt               
 

Cassandra at her party                                                               Kieran 
 
 
 
 



Prayer Requests: 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Dates to Keep in your Diary: 
 
 
February 7 Personal Ministries Meeting 

 
February 7 Special Fund Raising Offering. Goal $6000 

 
February 7 Pathfinders and Adventurers Meeting 

 
February 7 6:30pm Epping Church Social Evening 

 
 
 

 

Bob McIntyre Please remember Bob, Nerelle and Colleen in 
your prayers. 

Val Dunstan Please remember Val as she mourns the passing 
of her husband Roy.  

Allan Ing Please continue to pray for Allan, Adelyn and 
their young family.  

Sue Wood It’s great to hear that Sue is progressing well and 
I ask that you remember Sue, Ken and their family 
in your prayers. 
 

Ivan Baxter Ivan continues to have therapy for a 
haematological disorder. Please remember him in 
your prayers. 



Thought for the Week: 
 
 
I love you, O LORD, my strength. The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my 
God is my rock, in whom I take refuge. He is my shield and the horn of my salvation, my 
stronghold.”  

Psalm 18:1-2 


