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Welcome to our weekly Church Newsletter. Thankg@wveryone that has contributed to
this edition. If you have any news or photos tashplease send them to:

ajing@eppingsda.org.au

This newsletter can also be downloaded on our wesbgip://www.eppingsda.org.au

Victorian Bushfires

Our thoughts and prayers are with everyone affebiethe tragedy of the bushfires in
Victoria. Many families have lost loved ones, arahynmore have lost their homes. | know
that some of you are close to families in ruraltdii@, and Epping will continue to remember
this in our prayers. Personally, my colleagues &hdve lost a dear friend and mentor in
Professor Robert Pierce from Austin Health, butnitfally his wife Jan has been recently
discharged from Intensive Care.

ADRA has been intimately involved in the relief effant¥ictoria;

“In response to the tragic and devastating buslsfire Victoria, ADRA Australia has
committed $150,000 to fund a response in partnpralith the government-nominated lead
agency, the Australian Red Cross.

ADRA's response is provided from its Disaster Predaess and Response Fund. Donations
can be made to this fund online at www.adra.orgnaby calling 1800 242 372.”

SANITARIUM has also been involved in the relief program. Tros Julie Praestiin,
Sanitarium Brand & Communications Manager:

“I have just got off the phone talking with StevaaBis our Business Manager - Coles, who is
working with our Melbourne Team to provide supporthe communities affected by the
tragedy and savagery of the Melbourne bush fifEse team worked until late last night
delivering what stock they had on hand to emergeeraoyres operated by the Salvation Army
and Red Cross in Whittlesea, Wallan and DiamondekréMike Carlton on Radio 2UE this
morning aired a report from Whittlesea where thparer stated that the community centre
there was “like a mini supermarket with Weet-Bixcgied up the wall”.

Our sales team were back at it again from the eanjier hours of this morning loading and
distributing stock to crisis areas before gettiragk into the day’s tasks!



Leith Stanton has worked with local Coles and othwgermarket representatives in
distributing stock. Today half a pallet of Weex-Biade it through the police road block to
one of the worst affected areas of Kinglake. taanm Weet-Bix, So Good and Up&Go has
also reached Marysville where 93% of the homes lgane along with the local
supermarket. Here the supermarket manager haseapleis storage area for distribution of
product to those who need it. As he spoke to $welag he broke down and cried at the loss
of five of his best customers and one a particylalbse friend of the family. In the town of
Yea, military style accommodation has been setalpgSanitarium product has reached the
people there.

At our end we have more stock on a truck for delite the Melbourne Sales team (thanks
Keryn Walsh, Kathy Palmer & Steve Clark) for furtdestribution tomorrow. Our team are
ensuring that our contribution gets to those whed#. “It's really making a difference in
these communities”, says Steve. “Last night thezee few dry eyes amongst the team who
were all moved by the tragedy that confronted us”.

| am sure you will join me in thanking our saleartefor their courage and care in
responding to the community needs in grief-strickemoria on our behalf.”

For more information on how our Church is resporgdand how to help, please visit

http://www.record.net.au

This site will also give updates on the latest newsiow the bushfires have affected the
Adventist Church in Victoria.

At Epping Church we will holding aSpecial Prayer Servictor those affected by the
Victorian Bushfires this Sabbath. Henry will beamhinating this during our Worship hour.

Both Pastor Chester Stanley and Pastor David Bldmaye asked for the following messages
to be conveyed to you:

Pastor Chester Stanley, President, Australian Uni@onference

“All of you will be very much aware of the tragitustion here in Victoria that has resulted
from the devastating bushfires we experienced thveipast weekend. It is Australia’s worst
ever natural disaster and as you can appreciateodvi@ is in deep mourning as the death toll
mounts and the pictures and reports of utter deteast keep rolling in. This a disaster of
gigantic proportions that has resulted in immehaean suffering. | believe at a time like
this our church across Australia needs to comettogran earnest prayerConsequently, |

am asking that in each Adventist church throughoAustralia this coming Sabbath
morning, February 14, we spend some time in spe@aayer for all those impacted by the
fires here in Victoria. | would suggest that instead of the regular paatprayer that the



whole church be invited to participate in a timepodyer. For example, worshipers could
gather together in small groups or in twos and dwe

The focus of the time of prayer would be for theke have lost loved ones and friends, for
those who have lost their homes and also for tids®are fighting the fires or are involved
in various activities relating to coordinating refiefforts. | am sure it will be a rich
experience for all.

The Victorian Conference are advising that theyehaaports that a number of church
members have lost homes in various fires aroundtéite and it has been confirmed that two
young Adventist men have tragically lost theirdivd@ his Sabbath the Conference is taking
up a special offering to help Adventist membemsjlfaand friends who have been affected by
the disaster. The Victorian Conference have maden&ribution of $25,000 to the same

fund.

May the Lord bless as you lead your people thisicgr8abbath and particularly as we come
together corporately in prayer at this time of degef for our nation. There is something
both inspiring and powerful about the thought of approximately 500 congregations
coming together and beseeching the Lord. | thimkould be important to share with your
church that the church across Australia was contoggther at this time.

Do have a great Sabbath and God bless.”

| would also add that we also need to rememberetladiected by the floods in Far North
Queensland in our prayers.

This Sabbath @ Epping

This week’s service will be taken Bgistor Garth Bainbridgewith Henry the Elder in
charge. The offering is for olocal Budget

Last Sabbaths @ Epping

On the31* January, Alvin took the service and spoke on the impoeasfaGiving. If you
would like to view this sermon on PowerPoint, inlahg the sermon notes, click this link:

http://www.eppingsda.org.au/giving.ppt




Last Sabbath7™ February, Pastor Chris Mantheyspoke on the lessons to be learned from
the parable of the Good Samaritan.




Epping Church News
1. Special Fund raising Offering, last Sabbath, Féb

Thank you to everyone who gave so generously tepraial offering last week. Just under
$3000 was raised towards a number of capital waidogect at our Church.

2. Communion Service — February 21.

Our first Communion Service for this year is plagifier the 2% February.

Pathfinder and Adventurer News

1. The next Pathfinder Meeting is planned for Felay 21.
2. Master Guide Training 9am to 9pm February 21.

| know a number of our Junior Pathfinder Counsdluarill be attending this course at the
Conference. For further details, see Henry.

Epping Church Social

Ouir first social of the year was held last Satur@agning. First of all Epping Church would
like to formally welcome our new Church Pastastor Chris Mantheyand his wife
Letysha, and children Mitchell, Shayna and Danielle



We also welcomed our new Youth MinisBeishua Woodsand his wife Jen. Josh will be
leading out with our Youth this year, and we lomiviard to his ministry.

After the formalities and the sumptuous meal tlad lbasiness of the night started. A
traditional Lion Dance welcomed in the Year of @rwe



Then the Games master Arthur did what he does best:









Thanks to everyone who made the night a success.

More Pictures here:

http://s42.photobucket.com/albums/e315/ajing/NY9200

Happy Birthday Aileen!

Congratulations to Aileen who celebrated her bigidiast week.






Credit Card Donation Form

Epping Mission Project

Note: This donation is to support the ICC Happy Valley Elementary School building project
ICC Orphanage, Philippines.

Fax this form to Fax No (03) 8660 2967

Postal Address International Children’s Care
Shop 7 Riviera Plaza
BAIRNSDALE VIC 38757A

Credit Card Details

Card Type Mastercard Visa Bankcard
Name on Card Expiry Date
Credit Card No Amount $
Signature Date
Telephone No Mobile

Address you would like | Street
the receipt sent to

Suburb

State Post Code

THANK YOU Ml



Prayer Requests:

Persons affected by the Victorian
Bushfires and the Queensland
Floods

Please remember the many people affected by,
these natural disasters in your prayers

Bob Mclintyre

Please remember Bob, Nerelle and Colleen in
your prayers.

Allan Ing

Please continue to pray for Allan, Adelyn and
their young family.

Sue Wood

It's great to hear that Sue is progressing well af
| ask that you remember Sue, Ken and their far
in your prayers.

lvan Baxter

lvan continues to have therapy for a
haematological disorder. Please remember hin
your prayers.

Dates to Keep in your Diary:

February 21 Pathfinder meeting
February 21 Master Guide Training
February 21 Communion Service

May 17

Proposed Health Assessment - Eastwood Ma




Thought for the Week:

Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with theh. It always protects, always trusts,
always hopes, always perseveres.

1 Corinthians 13: 6-7



