
Story 
 
Story of how we were guided to the stranded cars in the Watagans, show 
pictures of the rescue. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SLIDE 9 
 
Why Can' t  Ever ybody Be Ri ght  Li ke Me? 
 
And now may God,  t he sour ce of  al l  pat i ent  endur ance and 
encour agement ,  gi ve you a spi r i t  of  har mony among 
your sel ves as you f ol l ow Chr i st  Jesus.  - -  Rom.  15: 5,  NT.  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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When I  was younger  I  was a ver y i mpat i ent  per son,  and I  
al so used t o t hi nk t hat  I  was al so al ways r i ght ,  i f  you 
speak t o Zor ana,  she’ l l  pr obabl y t el l  you t hat  not hi ng has 
changed!  
 
As I  l ook back at  my ear l y school  year s,  I  r eal i se t hat  I ’ m 
a pr oduct  of  t hat  envi r onment …t hat ’ s my excuse!   
 
I  spent  t he f i r st  f ew year s of  pr i mar y school  i n a hi ghl y 
compet i t i ve school  i n t he hi ghl y compet i t i ve soci et y of  
Si ngapor e.   
 
Teamwor k was not  encour aged but  per sonal  achi evement  was.  
Thi s l ef t  quot e an i mpr essi on on me.   
 
Thr oughout  hi gh school  I  pr ef er r ed t o wor k by mysel f  i f  
gi ven a choi ce,  mai nl y because I  al ways t hought  I  knew t he 
r i ght  answer  and f ound t he suggest i ons of  my f el l ow 
st udent s annoyi ng and di st r act i ng.  
 
My deci s i on t o do comput er  sci ence was based i n par t  on t he 
hope t hat  I  coul d j ust  wor k wi t h t he comput er  r at her  t han 
anot her  per son!   
 
Of  cour se,  many year s l at er ,  I ’ ve l ear nt  t he val uabl e 
l esson of  pat i ence and t eamwor k t hat  Paul  i s  t r y i ng t o 
t each t he Roman chur ch.   
 
A l esson t hat  i s  j ust  as i mpor t ant  i n chur ch l i f e as i t  i s  
i n school  and wor k l i f e.  
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Let ’ s r ead Romans 15: 1- 5 ( New Li v i ng Tr ansl at i on) :  
 



1We may know t hat  t hese t hi ngs make no di f f er ence,  but  we 
cannot  j ust  go ahead and do t hem t o pl ease our sel ves.  We 
must  be consi der at e of  t he doubt s and f ear s of  t hose who 
t hi nk t hese t hi ngs ar e wr ong.   
 
2We shoul d pl ease ot her s.  I f  we do what  hel ps t hem,  we wi l l  
bui l d t hem up i n t he Lor d.   
 
3For  even Chr i st  di dn©t  pl ease hi msel f .  As t he Scr i pt ur es 
say,  " Those who i nsul t  you ar e al so i nsul t i ng me. "   
 
4Such t hi ngs wer e wr i t t en i n t he Scr i pt ur es l ong ago t o 
t each us.  They gi ve us hope and encour agement  as we wai t  
pat i ent l y f or  God©s pr omi ses.  
 

5May God,  who gi ves t hi s pat i ence and encour agement ,  hel p 
you l i ve i n compl et e har mony wi t h each ot her - - each wi t h t he 
at t i t ude of  Chr i st  Jesus t owar d t he ot her .  
 
Paul ©s ar gument  i n Romans 15 i s an i nt er est i ng one.   
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Fi r st ,  i n ver ses 1 and 2 he exhor t s t he Romans t o bui l d up 
each ot her .   
Second,  i n ver se 3 he quot es a Scr i pt ur e t ext  t o pr ove hi s 
poi nt .   
 
Then,  af t er  an expl anat i on i n ver se 4 as t o why he c i t ed 
t he t ext ,  ver se 5 f i nds hi m pr ayi ng f or  hi s r eader s.  
 
Not e t he pat t er n:  ( 1)  exhor t at i on,  ( 2)  Scr i pt ur e suppor t ,  
( 3)  pr ayer .   
 
Her e i s a model  t hat  we shoul d t r y and r emember  i n our  own 
deal i ng wi t h ot her  peopl e.  
 
The apost l e Paul  was a man of  pr ayer ,  a f act  t hat  shows up 
t hr oughout  hi s wr i t i ngs.   
 
I n hi s pr ayer  i n t oday©s ver se he asks God,  t he sour ce of  
al l  pat i ence and encour agement ,  t o bl ess t he Romans wi t h a 
spi r i t  of  har mony as t hey f ol l ow Chr i st .  
 
I  suppose t hat  he added t he par t  about  God bei ng t he sour ce 
of  pat i ence and encour agement  because t hose qual i t i es ar e 
j ust  what  t he Romans needed i n t hei r  l i f e t oget her .   
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I  don©t  know about  you,  but  I  am easi l y di scour aged when i t  
comes t o wor ki ng wi t h " bl ockheads" ,  be i t  at  wor k,  st udy or  
at  chur ch.   
 
( Pl ease not e,  i t  i s  al ways ot her s who ar e t he bl ockheads. )   
 
How can t hey move so s l owl y? How can t hey be so dense? Why 
can©t  t hey see t he " t r ut h"  of  what  I  have t ol d t hem? 
 
I n shor t ,  I  need al l  t he pat i ence and endur ance I  can get  
i n l i v i ng and wor ki ng wi t h such peopl e.   
 
Of  cour se,  i n my qui et  and r ef l ect i ve moment s I  r ecogni ze 
t hat  t hey al so need pat i ence and endur ance f r om God i n 
wor ki ng wi t h me BUT t hese moment s ar e br i ef  and r ar e.   
 
Paul ©s hope f or  t he chur ch i s t hat  i t  mi ght  have " har mony. "   
 
Some ver si ons r ender  t he wor d t r ansl at ed " har mony"  as 
" uni t y. "  But  t he i dea Paul  i s  expr essi ng i n t he cont ext  of  
Romans 14 and 15 i s c l oser  t o har mony t han t o uni t y i n al l  
t hi ngs.   
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As Donal d Gr ey Bar nhouse put  i t :  " Al t hough God want s us t o 
be br et hr en,  he does not  mean t hat  we ar e t o be i dent i cal  
t wi ns. "  
 
Thr oughout  hi s wr i t i ngs Paul  f ocuses on var i et y i n t he 
chur ch.   
 
Thus even t hough Chr i st i ans ar e of  one body t hey r epr esent  
var i ous st r engt hs.   
 
Li kewi se,  i n Romans 14 and 15 Paul  i s  t r y i ng not  t o pl ow 
under  t he opi ni ons of  ei t her  t he weak or  t he st r ong,  but  t o 
get  t hem t o r espect  each ot her  so t hat  t hey can l i ve i n 
har mony.   
 
That  i s  st i l l  God©s i deal  f or  Hi s chur ch.  
 
I ’ m happy t o say t hat  my ki ds ar e get t i ng a much bet t er  
educat i on on t he i mpor t ance of  t eamwor k.   
 



Cassandr a has j ust  r et ur ned f r om a gr ade 6 l eader shi p camp,  
wher e t hey’ ve been l ear ni ng t he val uabl e l esson of  t eamwor k 
and t he i mpor t ance of  l i s t eni ng t o ot her  peopl e’ s opi ni ons 
as wel l  as pat i ence and encour agement .   
 
I  t hi nk t hi s i s  f ant ast i c,  as she has now some i nsi ght  on 
t he i mpor t ance of  t eamwor k at  t he age of  11 t hat  many 
adul t s st i l l  l ack t oday.  
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I  once saw a book ent i t l ed “ Ever yt hi ng I  needed t o l ear n 
about  l i f e I  l ear nt  on t he Gol f  cour se” .   
 
I ’ m not  sur e i f  t hat  i s  ent i r el y t r ue but  gol f  does pr ovi de 
a f ew l essons whi ch you can use i n day t o day l i v i ng.  
 
One i s pat i ence,  I  r emember  I  was st andi ng on t he Tee wi t h 
a f r i end of  mi ne wai t i ng t o hi t  of f ,  I  had been hi t t i ng t he 
bal l  poor l y al l  day and was sur e t hat  I  woul d not  be abl e 
t o hi t  i t  f ar  enough t o r each t hem.  
 
I  got  a i mpat i ent  and deci ded t o hi t  t he bal l  bef or e t he 
gr oup i n f r ont  had moved on and ended up hi t t i ng t he bag of  
t he ol d l ady of  t he gr oup i n f r ont  of  me,  I  was ver y 
embar r assed,  and ver y r el i eved t hat  I  di dn’ t  hur t  anyone.   
 
I ’ ve s i nce l ear nt  t o wai t  pat i ent l y unt i l  t he gr oup i n 
f r ont  i s  wel l  c l ear .  
 
Anot her  l esson i s t eamwor k.  Ben and I  wer e i n a t eam 
pl ayi ng i n t he Macquar i e Uni  Gol f  Compet i t i on.   
 
They put  us i n a t eam wi t h t wo l ect ur er s f r om t he Uni ,  A 
l ady by t he name of  Sue and a man by t he name of  ??STEVE??.   
 
Sue was a keen gol f er  but  she di dn’ t  hi t  t he bal l  ver y f ar .  
However  she di d save us a f ew t i mes because she al ways hi t  
i t  s t r ai ght ,  so when Ben and I  smashed t he bal l  i nt o t he 
wat er  or  t he t r ees,  Sue woul d come t o t he r escue by hi t t i ng 
one st r ai ght  down t he mi ddl e.   
 
STEVE on t he ot her  hand di dn’ t  even pl ay gol f ,  we’ r e not  
sur e what  he was doi ng at  t he gol f  compet i t i on…but  t hat ’ s 
Uni ver si t y academi cs f or  you!   
 



Now,  he coul dn’ t  r eal l y  hi t  t he bal l  at  al l ,  but  st r angel y 
enough he was ver y good at  put t i ng,   
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I n f act  he was so good at  put t i ng t he he managed t o put t  
t he bal l  i nt o t he hol e f r om mor e t han 20 f eet  away on 
sever al  occasi ons.   
 
Our  t eam of  mi sf i t s  ended up wi nni ng t he gol f  compet i t i on 
and we al l  r ecei ved pr i zes i ncl udi ng a gol f  bag f or  our  
t r oubl e.  A gr eat  l esson i n t eamwor k.  
 
Assumi ng we al l  now have t he r i ght  l evel  of  pat i ence,  and 
we encour age each ot her  at  Chur ch does t hi s mean we 
encour age each ot her  unt i l  t hey have t he same opi ni on as 
us? 
 
Even wi t h pat i ence and a spi r i t  of  encour agement ,  t her e 
wi l l  come a poi nt  i n t i me i n any t eam wher e t her e ar e 
di f f er ences i n v i ewpoi nt s,  t he chur ch i s no di f f er ent .   
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Agai n,  l ooki ng at  t he l essons f r om t he Roman chur ch,  we 
f i nd i n Chapt er s 14 and 15 t hat  var i ous member s obvi ousl y 
have di f f er ences t hat  t hey bel i eve t o be qui t e ser i ous.   
 
I n t i mes past  t hose v i ewpoi nt s have l ed t o di v i s i ons i n t he 
chur ch,  wi t h each per spect i ve j udgi ng and condemni ng t he 
ot her s.   
 
They have genui ne di sput es on sever al  i ssues t hat  some of  
t hem bel i eved wer e i mpor t ant  t o t hei r  Chr i st i an f ai t h.   
 
Paul  di dn©t  agr ee t hat  ever yt hi ng some of  t hem desi r ed t o 
have uni t y on wer e as v i t al  as t hey t hought .   
 
On t he ot her  hand,  he di dn©t  want  t hem t o change unl ess 
t hey f el t  genui nel y convi ct ed t o do so.  Rat her  he 
counsel l ed mut ual  t ol er ance.  
 
Why? So t hat  t hey mi ght  wi t h one mi nd and one voi ce gl or i f y  
God.   
 



The poi nt  i s- and i t  i s  an i mpor t ant  one- t hat  t hey di dn©t  
need t o agr ee on ever y det ai l  of  bel i ef  or  on ever y one of  
t he l i f est y l e i ssues t hat  had been di v i di ng t hem.   
 
They coul d,  by demonst r at i ng Chr i st i an l ove and t ol er ance 
f or  each ot her ,  st i l l  exi st  i n har mony.  
 
I f  t hey cont i nued t o beat  each ot her  up over  t hei r  
di f f er ences,  t hey coul d har dl y gl or i f y  God i n t hei r  
communi t y.   
 
But  i f  t hey coul d gr acef ul l y  al l ow f or  i ndi v i dual  
per spect i ves on t hose poi nt s not  cent r al  t o t he Chr i st i an 
f ai t h,  t hey coul d be a genui ne wi t ness f or  God t o ot her s.  
 
The r eal  pur pose of  t he har mony among bel i ever s t hat  Paul  
has been cal l i ng f or  i s  t hat  " God,  even t he Fat her  of  our  
Lor d Jesus Chr i st "  mi ght  be gl or i f i ed and honour ed.   
 
Unf or t unat el y,  const ant  bi cker i ng among chur ch member s 
gl or i f i es no one except  t he devi l  hi msel f .   
 
Paul  her e makes a hear t f el t  cal l  f or  Chr i st i ans t o put  away 
t hose di f f er ences t hat  ar en©t  cent r al  t o t hei r  f ai t h and t o 
begi n t o l i ve as Chr i st i ans shoul d.  
 
God want ed t hem t o have t he char act er  of  Chr i st ,  expr essed 
i n such f r ui t  as l ove,  j oy,  and peace.   
 
Yet  t hey,  i n t hei r  desi r e t o do ever yt hi ng " r i ght "  on t he 
one hand and t o l i ve i n Chr i st i an f r eedom on t he ot her ,  
pr esent ed a pi ct ur e t o non- Chr i st i ans of  anyt hi ng but  l ove,  
j oy,  and peace.  
 
Let  t hem who have ear s l i s t en t o what  t he Spi r i t  says t o 
t he chur ches.  Put  your  di f f er ences t o one si de so t hat  your  
l i f e and your  congr egat i on mi ght  t r ul y be a gl or y t o God 
r at her  t han a war t  i n t he k i ngdom.  
 
 
 


